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Poultry faculty member wins
national award at PSA

FROM THE
DIRECTOR
Dr. James Denton,
Director
Center of Excellence
for Poultry Science
TIME TO PAUSE
The fast pace which most of us accept as
a fact of modern life often leaves each of us
rushing frantically to accomplish the things
which we think are important to our daily
existence. These may include job responsibilities, care of our children as the school year
begins, anticipation of the athletic competition
associated with the football season beginning
and baseball season ending and other forms of
entertainment.
The sobering events which occurred on
September 11 have resulted in each of us
taking the time to pause and reflect upon what
is truly important in our lives in the United
States. Whether it is the freedom which we
have to worship as we choose, the time we
devote to our families and friends or simply
the solitude which we enjoy as we appreciate
the natural beauty of this great country, the key
is that we no longer take these precious gifts
for granted.
As the Poultry Science family begins
another academic year we are excited to see 24
new faces in our incoming freshmen and
transfer students. We also take this opportunity to celebrate the fact that through the
dedication and commitment of our industry
partners and friends of the Poultry Science
Department/Center, we have 53 students
receiving some level of scholarship support in
the pursuit of their college education.
Director’s column continued on p. 2

University of Arkansas faculty member Billy Hargis was awarded the
Poultry Science Association (PSA) Award for Achievement and $1500 at
the PSA’s annual meeting in Indianapolis July 23-27. The award is sponsored by Merck Research Laboratories and is given annually to a PSA
member who has made a distinctive contribution to poultry science advancement.
Hargis is a Tennessee native and received his undergraduate, Ph.D.
and D.V.M. degrees at the University of Minnesota. He received his M.S.
degree from the University of Georgia. From 1987-2000, Hargis was a
faculty member in the Departments of Veterinary and Pathobiology and
Poultry Science at Texas A&M. Hargis relocated to the U of A poultry
science program September 1, 2000, as a professor and Director of the
Poultry Health Research Laboratory.
Hargis, a diplomate of the American College of Poultry Veterinarians,
teaches in the undergraduate and graduate poultry science program. He has
an active research program in the area of poultry health and ante mortem
food safety intervention with interests in poultry immunology and endocrinology. Hargis has advised or co-advised more than 50 M.S. and Ph.D.
students and has published numerous manuscripts and book chapters
relating to food safety, poultry health and poultry physiology.
Hargis is a past president of the Southern Poultry Science Society and
in 1999 was inducted as a member of the Mexican National Veterinary
Medical Academy. His
laboratory has been recognized by several awards in the
past including the Carrington
Laboratories Research Award,
the PSA Research Award, the
USDA Certificate of Merit for
Scientific Leadership, the
Texas Veterinary Medical
Association Faculty Research
Award, the National Broiler
Council Research Award and
the Texas A&M University
Vice Chancellor’s Award of
Excellence for Research.
“I was deeply honored
by this recognition. The work
was the accumulated effort of
a number of colleagues as well Billy M. Hargis (right) University of Arkansas
as former and present graduate poultry scientist is shown receiving the Poultry
Science Association’s Award for Achievement
students,” Hargis said.

from Dr. Gerald Havenstein, professor and head,
Department of Poultry Science, North Carolina
State University.
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We also continue to see reasons to be
excited about the quality of the educational
experience for our young people. We have had
two of our faculty, Dr. David Chapman and Dr.
Billy Hargis, receive recognition with awards
from the DBCAFLS and the Poultry Science
Association this year.
These accomplishments which the Poultry
Center faculty, students and our generous
industry partners and friends have achieved
reinforce in our minds those things which are
really important.
We take considerable pride in these achievements, even in the face of the sad experience we
witnessed on September 11.

Please join us in
remembering the victims
of the terrorist attacks on
September 11th.
Our hearts go out
to their families
and friends.
PARTNERS is a newsletter for faculty, staff,
students, alumni and friends of the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science, University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture and Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences, UAFayetteville.
CEPS Director and Poultry Science Department Head: Dr. James Denton
Editor: Karen Eskew

❖ ❖ ❖
Address correspondence to Department of Poultry
Science, 0114 Poultry Science Center, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR 72701. Phone 501-575-4952 FAX 501-575-3026

Poultry science alumni board
meets, discusses future plans
The newly formed poultry science alumni board met August 17 at the
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science to elect officers and discuss future
plans for their organization.
The following are the minutes from that meeting: Lionel Barton was
elected as the first president of the POSC Alumni with Bernie Murphy as
president-elect. Diana Bisbee will be serving as Executive Secretary as
appointed by James Denton, Department Chair for Poultry Science.
Director's term limits were chosen by lots. Lionel Barton, Bernie Murphy
and Lloyd Keck will be serving for three years. Tye Anderson, David
Andrews and Buddy Wray will serve for two years. Micah Townsley, Claud
Rutherford and John Payne will serve for one year terms.
There are five standing committees and every member can serve on any
committee. They are: the Nominating Committee (for future officers), the
Marketing/Membership/Publicity Committee, the Student Recruitment
Committee, the Awards and Scholarship Committee, and the Special Events
Committee.

Above, the Poultry Science Alumni Board met on August 17, to
discuss future plans and elect officers. This is the first official meeting
of the newly formed board.
The first annual POSC Alumni meeting will be held in the spring. The
final date will be announced later. The 4th annual Tailgate party will be held
on October 27th on the front lawn of the Poultry Science Center three hours
before the Arkansas-Auburn game. Everyone is invited to attend.
The Board will start a membership drive and work on the existing data
base to add missing names and correct addresses as needed. Every member
pays $35.00 dues per year to the Arkansas Alumni Association, which
includes membership to the College of Agricultural, Food and Life Science
Alumni Society and the POSC Alumni. Membership is open to graduates,
friends and associates of the University of Arkansas.
Membership Drive: There are 145 paid members of the AAA currently
out of a potential of 571 members. We encourage your support! Graduates
and friends who graduated before POSC was an official department (1992)
can join either ANSC or POSC or both.
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Alumni Board- continued from page2
The following are a list of members:
Alsup, Tim
Anderson Jr., William Eric
Andrews, Dr. David
Ashcraft, Tyson W.
Asher, Tom
Austin, David L.
Ballam, Dr. Gordon C.
Barnett, Bobby D.
Barrett, Aaron
Barton, Dr. James T.
Barton, Dr. Lionel
Bell, James H.
Benson, Dr. James A.
Bisbee, Diana
Blore, Dr. Pamela J.
Bolinger, Shaun Charles
Bolinger, Thomas Eugene
Bonner, William Robert
Bowen, Dr. Thomas E.
Braddy, Leon D.
Brand, John Carlyn
Bryan, Jason Adam
Chesshir, Audie R.
Clark, Matthew D.
Clem, Chad Martin
Clower, Bill
Cockrill Jr., Dr. J. Mitchell
Cornish, Crystal Rose
Della Cruz-Cooper, Bernadette
Davis, Larry Michael
Denver, Charles E.
Dodgen, William H.
Dodson, Darrin Wayne
Dorn, Ted
Dotson, Robert Travis
Drummonds, Melissa Ann
Eoff, Herbert J.
Evans, Daniel
Evenson, Cory W.
Fancher, Melissa Duke
Forman, Mary Frances
Fritts, Chrstine
George, Jennifer
Goodwin, Dr. Tommy L.
Gordon, Terrel
Goto, Dr. Kazufumi
Graham, Malea Anne
Grimsley, Roy
Guthrie, Tammy Lea
Hahn, Dr. John William
Hale, Scharidi J.
Harmon, Phillip George
Harms, R.H.

Hausam, Jubal Griff
Hendrickson, Wade Edward
Hendrix, Bob
Hendrix, Troy
Hill, Tommy R.
Huey, Eddie Gene
James, Robert Lynn
Jenkins, David M.
Jong, Shwu-Ying Joyce
Kao, Fred
Karnes, Bart C.
Keck, Dr. Lloyd D.
Kerr, Robert L.
Kidd, Brenda
Kidd, Dr. Michael T.
Koen Jr., Hillman S.
Kumpe Sr., J.O.
Landes, Doelas
Leach, Deborah Ann
Little, William Clinton
Lowder Jr., Vernon
Lowry, Joshua Andrew
Lucariello, Mike
Martin, Keith Dion
Mayo, Belinda E.
McClure, Wesley Michael
McCullough, Robert
Meaux, Ken
Miller, M. Alan
Miner, James J.
Moore, Patricia Michele
Morgan, Steven K.
Morrow Jr., Doyle
Mullikin, Leasea
Murphy, Bernard
Myers, Danny L.
Nelson, Dr. Talmadge
Newberry, George T.
O’Brien, David R.
Payne, John R.
Reed, Travis Ryan
Rinehart-Jones, G. Lynn
Roberts, Alvin N.
Roll, Stephen L.
Ruiz-Feria, Ciro Abel
Rutherford, Claud F.
Scanlon, Jenny Ann
Shepherd, Leslie Eugene
Sheppard, Angela Christina
Sherman, Kimberly Darlen
Shopfner, Bruce Allen
Sikes, Rusty Nathan
Sloan, Kelly C.

Smith, Oren R.
Smith, Phillip A.
Song, Zhenyuan
Spears, Bob Lee
Spears, Christina
Spreen, Scott
Stanphill, Aaron Gene
Starnes, Debra
Sullivan, Dr. Thomas W.
Tennant, Mike V.
Tevebaugh, Dwayne
Thompson, Randy Earl
Thomson, Jared
Thurston, Dr. Ronald J.
Tillman, Dr. Paul Benjamin
Tollett, Leland E.
Townsley, Micah Noel Bone
Treat, John A.
Treat, Ralph A.
Truitt, Glen A.
Truitt, Joel E.
Turentine Jr., Tommy
Virden, William Scott
Walker, Darrell W.
Walker, Donald
Wang, Xiao-Qin
Ward, Jimmy
Weems, Charles L.
Welch, Dr. Quintin B.
Wight, Walter Gabriel
Williams, Donald Leon
Woodbridge, Jay E.
Woody, Dr. Timothy Joel
Wray, Donald
Wright, Brett Alan
Yang, Zhauhui
Yates, Dr. Jerome
Yates, Randy D.
Yingst, Lennie D.
For additional information on the POSC
Alumni membership list or other questions, please contact Lionel Barton at
lbarton@uark.edu, or Diana bisbee at
dbisbee@uark.edu (phone 501-575-2025).
Thank you so much for your help and
support. Special note: We inadvertently
left off the name of one of our board
members in the last issue of Partners. Our
apologies to Mr. Buddy Wray.

Partners Newsletter • Center of Excellence for Poultry Science • Vol. 9, No. 3, 2001

4

Alumni NEWS
Dr. Lionel Barton
Board President
POSC Alumni
Group

President’s Corner
As the first president of the Poultry
Science Alumni Group, I look forward to
working with all of our graduates to
strengthen our newly-formed group.
The mission of the organization is to
promote communications and friendship
among alumni, faculty and friends of the
Department of Poultry Science by providing a forum for information exchange
through organized events and other
activities.
Our group is the first to be formed
within the College of Agricultural, Food
and Life Sciences Alumni Society and we
expect to be the strongest.
We will be sending a letter out soon
to encourage our non-member graduates
to form the Alumni Association.
Let us hear from you with your ideas
for the kinds of activities you would like
to see us host and participate in.
Welcome aboard!
If you would like to contact Dr.
Barton you may e-mail him at
lbarton@uark.edu or call the front desk
for a message at 501-575-4952.
Dr. Barton is an emeritus faculty
member of the poultry science department
and he served as an extension poultryman.

Poultry science students put
wingbands on chicks for fair
Poultry science students
gathered August 28 to put
wingbands on chicks being used
in the upcoming broiler judging
show at the Arkansas State Fair
in Little Rock.
As a service for the
Cooperative Extension Service,
students in the poultry science
department worked for several
hours in order to mark chicks.
These chicks will be purchased
for a very nominal fee by
children all over Arkansas
interested in competing in the
Broiler Show on October 13.
Children are encouraged to
raise the birds and take care of
them and then bring them to the
State Fair in order to “show
them” before a poultry judge.

Students from the poultry science
department put wingbands on
chicks for the upcoming state fair.

Dr. Keith Bramwell,
right, poultry extension
specialist and a
student work together
to get chicks ready for
distribution to children
all over Arkansas.

This event takes place annually and students, like those shown above,
earn “scholarship hours” for their assistance in the program. Scholarship
hours are hours students volunteer in order to help the poultry science
department or community with events related to the poultry industry in
return for their scholarships. Students from the U of A poultry science
department will also be traveling to Little Rock to assist in the broiler show.
Dr. Susan Watkins, poultry extension specialist, is serving as coordinator for the U of A poultry science department for both events and helped
organize the students at the August 28th wingbanding.
If you would like more information on how your child can participate
in the Arkansas State Fair Broiler Show next year, please contact Jerry
Wooley, poultry extension specialist at jwooley@uaex.edu or call him at
(501) 671-2189.
Students who place in the top spots at the broiler show get to auction
off their birds after the contest for money donated by members of the
poultry industry.
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Poultry Science Youth Conference a big success at
Center of Excellence/UA campus
Twenty-two high school students from around the state experienced a taste of
college life at the University of Arkansas during the fifth annual Poultry Science Youth
Conference sponsored by the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science July 10-13.
The conference is designed to foster interest in the poultry industry, the University
of Arkansas and the UA poultry science department through industry tours, scientific
and informative sessions and recreation. This conference is also open to all agricultural
educators who would like a more in-depth view of the poultry science department at the
U of A. This year agricultural teacher, Tim Loupe, from Crossett participated in the
conference.
As a kick-off event, students participated in a campus-wide scavenger hunt, which
was used to lead students all over the U of A campus and see first-hand the locations
that students most use such as the library and the union. Following the scavenger hunt,
students were divided into small groups and participated in educational sessions
conducted by poultry science faculty and staff members.
During the conference, students toured George’s state-of-the-art processing plant
and Tyson’s world headquarters, both located in Springdale. While at Tyson’s, the
students were treated to a luncheon as well as presentations by Tyson team members.
Gary Davis, poultry science undergraduate recruiter and conference planner
said, “It’s amazing the information that these students can glean from the four-day
conference. I wish I had had this kind of help when I was first thinking about college.”
Recreational activities included a cookout and team-building session at Lake
Wedington, dinners at Hog City Diner on the Fayetteville square and Jose’s on Dickson
Street, volleyball, putt-putt golf at Gator Golf and go-cart riding at Lokomotion Family
Fun Park. On the final night of the conference, students played their own version of the
game show “Who wants to be a Millionaire” and enjoyed an evening of Karoake at the
Center.
Next year the conference will be held in July and information can be obtained by
e-mailing Gary Davis at gddavis@uark.edu. All students completing the 10th and 11th
grade are invited to attend. Space is limited.

Students attending the Poultry Science
Youth Conference stop for a moment in
front of the Hog City Diner on the
downtown Fayetteville square.

DENTON HEADS NAFS
OPERATIONS BOARD
Dr. James Denton has been elected
chair of the operations committee of the
National Alliance for Food Safety. Denton
will also preside over the NAFS full Board
of Directors.
The NAFS is a partnership of the
Agricultural Research Service of the US
Department of Agriculture and 25 universities. Denton succeeds Elsa Murano of
Texas A&M. Murano was appointed by
President Bush to be undersecretary of
agriculture for food safety.

Survey gives insight into “what growers think”...
The easiest way to get someone’s opinion is to ask. The
Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness at
the University of Arkansas did just that by asking Arkansas
poultry growers to complete a survey to help determine
characteristics of growers and identify attitudes of growers
regarding a range of production and economic issues.
The Arkansas Farm Bureau funded the survey. A
summary of the survey, along with graphs, will be published
in the next issue of Avian Advice newsletter, which will be
distributed in mid-September by the Cooperative Extension
Service and the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science.
H.L. Goodwin, Jr., agricultural economist and poultry
extension faculty member at the U of A, was a key member
of the survey team. His findings showed that overall, growers
were generally satisfied with their business and were optimistic about the future of the Arkansas poultry industry. They
were comfortable with their field representatives and hold
them in high regard both personally and professionally. They
felt their representatives help them improve their operations.
Growers also felt they had good relationships with their

companies. However, there was a general feeling of “disconnectedness” between growers and the companies they grow for as
evidenced by the company’s lack of understanding of grower
concerns over profits. Growers also felt that they were not
sufficiently compensated for their efforts.
The survey also showed that growers appeared to be quite
satisfied with many of the services provided to them by their
companies. Chick quality appeared to be the only negative, with
a large number of growers questioning whether chick quality was
evenly distributed among growers.
“Since few surveys of grower attitudes have ever been
published, there is little objective data,” Goodwin said. “Company personnel may believe they understand the thoughts of
growers, yet growers may have an entirely different view. We did
this survey to find out.”
Of the 1,310 surveys mailed, 283 were completed and
returned in usable form. Of the respondents, 82 percent produced
broilers, 15 percent produced breeders and 3 percent produced
turkeys.
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Partners available
over e-mail...

Poultry Science Graduate
Symposium held at Center

Once again we are asking for readers of
the “Partners” newsletter to send e-mail
addresses as an alternative to receiving this
printed piece in order to save money for the
department.
If you are willing to receive this newsletter as an attachment via your e-mail account
and have not already sent notification, please do
so by e-mailing Karen Eskew at
keskew@uark.edu with the subject line
“Partners e-mail address.”

Three University of Arkansas students won awards for research paper
presentations during the 5th Annual Graduate Student Symposium hosted
by the UA Poultry Science Graduate Association (PSGA) at the Center of
Excellence for Poultry Science.
First place for paper presentation went to Edgar Oviedo-Rondon, a
doctoral student of poultry scientist Park Waldroup, from Ibagué Tolima,
Colombia. His paper, “Evaluation of lysine and arginine needs in broiler
finisher diets” won him $500, which was used for travel expenses to the
Poultry Science Association’s annual meeting in Indianapolis at the end of
July.
Second place went to Wenjun Pan, also a doctoral student of
Waldroup’s, who is from Beijing, China. Pan took $300 for his paper
“Evaluation of phytase release factors in broiler diets containing various
levels of essential amino acids.” Third place for paper presentation went to
master’s student Trey Pope, from New Boston, Texas. Pope, a student of
poultry scientist Jason Emmert’s, won $150 for his paper “Impact of phasefeeding on growth performance of broilers fed diets adjusted every other
day for decreased amino acid content.”
All poultry science graduate students and undergraduate students
involved in the undergraduate research program were invited to participate
by submitting a paper highlighting their respective research areas. Those
submitting papers made presentations at the symposium.
Judges for the event were UA biological scientist David McNabb, and
animal scientists David Kreider and Charles Rosencranz.
The PSGA uses the symposium as an opportunity to build a stronger
relationship between academia and the poultry industry as well as give
students a chance to hone their presentation skills locally before presenting
to national audiences.

Above, poultry science club and careers class
members enjoy a “welcome” cookout on the front
lawn of the Center of Excellence.

Fifty-three students receive scholarships this fall...
Congratulations to these students
receiving poultry science scholarships this fall. A big thank you to all
of our industry support in the way
of scholarship donations. Without
you this would not be possible.

Alston, Mark
Beene, Amanda
Bowen, Olivia
Burkett, Chad
Conner, Jessica
Cornelison, Jana
Cox, Ashley
Davis, Jeane
Devor, Bobbi
Drake, Amanda
Drumwright, Alison
Gannon, Evan
Ganson, Fauna
Grossman, April
Hale, Leslie
Hale, Lindsay
Hall, Bethany
Hall, Racine

Heuer, Sarah
Holliman, John
Holmes, Kara
Hubbard, Robert
Hudson, Jacob
Jackson, Britney
Jarquin, Robin
Johnson, Debra
Keen, Cody
Keener, Abby
Keener, Morgan
Keeter, April
Layman, LeAnn
Lockhart, Becky
Loupe, Niki
Lumpkin, Hugh
Outlaw, Benjamin
Peters, Tim

Rose, Leslie
Sargent, Elizabeth
Shaffer, Kelly
Shasteen, Tara
Sikes, Destiny
Sossamon, Sarah
Stinnett, Ashley
Tisdale, Kama
Tomlinson, Abel
Townsend, Jill
Townsend, Julie
Van Brunt, Jarrod
West, Jeremy
Wijesekera, Dilshika
Williams, Adriane
Wolfenden, Ross
Wright, Eric

Partners Newsletter • Center of Excellence for Poultry Science • Vol. 9, No. 3, 2001

7

Annual Nutrition Conference
takes place in Fayetteville
The Annual Nutrition Conference took place September 11-13, 2001, at the
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science and the Clarion Inn. The event was sponsored by The Poultry Federation, the Feed Manufacturers Committee and the University of Arkansas. Novus International was the sponsor of the technical symposium.
Dr. James Denton, center director, gave the Welcome and Center of Excellence
Update on Wednesday morning of the conference. Dr. Jason Emmert gave a presentation, “Phase-feeding of Broilers: Efficacy During the Starter, Grower and Finisher
Phases.” Chris Fritts, doctoral student of Dr. Park Waldroup’s, gave a presentation
“Comparison of Cholecalciferol and 25-Hydroxycholecalciferol as Sources of Vitamin
D in Broiler Diets.” Dr. John Marcy was scheduled to give the address “HACCP: The
Next Generation” on Thursday, however due to the airline halt, he was unable to return
in time for the end of the conference.
PICTURED RIGHT - From left,
Jeffre Firman professor of poultry
nutrition from the University of
Missouri and Jason Emmert,
poultry nutritionist, visit after
Emmert presented his research
on phase-feeding at the recent
Nutrition Conference at the Center
of Excellence.

Calendar
of Events
OCTOBER 10
Processor’s Workshop at the
Clarion Inn in Fayetteville

OCTOBER 12
Dogs with the Dean in front of
the AGRI building on campus

OCTOBER 19
Basic HACCP class at the
Center of Excellence

OCTOBER 22
Sanitation Workshop at the
Center of Excellence

OCTOBER 27
Poultry Science Alumni Tailgate
Party preceding the Razorback
Football Game on the Center of
Excellence’s front lawn
PICTURED LEFT - From left, Bobbi
Devor, Cody Keen and Lindsay Hale,
poultry science club members, cook
omelets for a breakfast during the Annual
Nutrition Conference. The Poultry Science
Club uses events such as this to help
raise funds.

Sixteen poultry science students
participate in summer internships
This past summer 16 poultry science students
participated in summer internships. Some as far
away as Washington D.C. The following is a list of
students that worked this summer on behalf of the
poultry industry.
Cody Keen, Ross Wolfenden, Ben Outlaw,
Harry Spurlock, Jacob Hudson, Hugh Lumpkin,
Jason Nordin and Lindsay Bonham all worked for
Tyson Foods; Jill Townsend and Jason Warren
worked for Wayne’s Farms; Tim Peters and Ernest
Spurlock worked for the UA Processing Plant; Sarah
Heuer worked at the National Chicken Council;
Dilshika Wijesekera worked for Dr. Erf; Sean
Schader worked for Cargill; and Niki Loupe worked
for Dr. Emmert.

NOVEMBER 4
USAHA Food Safety Meeting
in Hershey, Pennsylvania

NOVEMBER 7
National Board Alliance meeting
(TBA)

NOVEMBER 22-23
Thanksgiving Holiday - UA
offices will be closed

DECEMBER 11
Last day of classes at U of A

DECEMBER 12
Dead day - no classes or exams

DECEMBER 13-19
Final exams at the U of A

DECEMBER 24-JANUARY 1
Sarah Heuer, above, is shown
working at the National Chicken
Council in Washington D.C. this
past summer.

Christmas Holiday - UA
offices will be closed
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Faculty Notes

Dr. James Denton attended a National
Alliance for Food Safety (NAFS) meeting at
Texas A&M University Sept. 4. Denton also
gave the Welcome and Center Update at the
Annual Nutrition Conference Sept. 12. He
attended the Annual Turkey Committee
meeting in Eureka Springs Sept. 14-16 and
then headed to Iowa State University in Ames
to attend the Food Safety Consortium’s Annual
Meeting. On Sept. 26, Denton attended the
HACCP Alliance Board of Director’s meeting
in Virginia.
Dustan Clark was re-elected as secretary
treasurer of the Arkansas Poultry Veterinary
Association while attending the Arkansas
Poultry Veterinary Association’s meeting in
London, Ark., Aug. 30-31.
At the Poultry Veterinary Association’s
meeting, Joe Beasley, professor emeritus, was
presented the Crystal Eagle Award for
recognition of dedication and service to the
poultry industry.
Lisa Newberry was recently promoted to
Research Assistant Professor. Newberry works
at the Poultry Health Laboratory under the
direction of Billy Hargis. Additional note,
Hargis and Newberry recently were notified
that they will receive $210,000 from the FIPSE
(Department of Education) for providing
student exchange opportunities with Mexico
and Canada. The University of Arkansas will
serve as the lead institution with the University
of Georgia and Texas A&M University on the
U.S. Side, partnering with three Mexican and
three Canadian universities.
Billy Hargis was awarded the Poultry
Science Association (PSA) Award for
Achievement and $1500 at the PSA’s annual
meeting in Indianapolis July 23-27. (See article
p. 1)
Walter Bottje was recently notified that
he will be funded by the USDANRI (Animal
Growth and Development) for a grant
“Mitochondria and feed efficiency in Broilers”
for $135,000 for two years.
Philip Moore, USDA scientist received
the USDA Agricultural Research Service
(ARS) 2001 Scientist of the Year Award for the
Southern Plains Area. Moore’s award is for
research that has led to dramatic improvement
in the environmental impact of manure from
confined animal operations. He will receive
recognition later this year at a ceremony in
Washington D.C.
Jason Emmert gave an invited
presentation at the Arkansas Nutrition
Conference Sept. 12 entitled, “Phase-Feeding
of Broilers: Efficacy During the Starter,
Grower and Finisher Phases.” He is also giving
an invited presentation at a symposium at the
University of Illinois Oct. 13, entitled, “PhaseFeeding: A Model for Reducing Broiler
Production Costs.”
Susan Watkins was given a special award
of recognition by The Poultry Federation for
her work within the poultry industry, and to our

knowledge, this is the first time ever the
Federation has made this kind of an award
presentation. Watkins is also serving on Tyson
Foods Selection Committee for the National
Poultry Farm Environmental Award.
Additionally, Watkins has recently served on
the U.S. Poultry and Egg Production and
Health Seminar Planning Committee and has
judged several poultry contests at the county
fairs around the area. Watkins also spoke at
the Texas Broiler Symposium in September.
John Marcy attended the Institute of
Food Technologists (IFT) meeting in New
Orleans in June and was elected to the
Executive Committee of the Extension
Division of the IFT. In June, He also attended
the National Turkey Federation Leadership
Conference in Washington D.C. And the NTF
Technical/Regulatory Committee. In July,
Marcy attended the joint AMSA/PSA/ADSA/
AASA meeting in Indianapolis. In August,
Marcy participated in the Second Food Safety
Congress hosted by the University of Costa
Rica and gave invited presentations on HACCP
and sanitation. Finally, in September, Marcy
gave an invited presentation on Internet Food
Safety Courses to the International In-Flight
Caterers Association Food Safety Summit.
H.D. Chapman served on a USDA/ARS
National Program Review Panel in Washington
D.C., May 25-31. Chapman was the chairman
of a workshop concerned with coccidiosis
vaccines at the VIIIth International Coccidiosis
Conference in Cairns, Australia July 9 -13.
While there, Chapman was also a speaker at a
workshop concerned with resistance to drugs.
Chapman has also been invited to chair a
session on parasites of poultry at the XII
International Congress of Worlds Veterinary
Poultry Association in Cairo, Egypt Sept. 1721.
Gisela Erf was awarded a three-year
NIH-AREA grant from the National Institute of
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin
Diseases for the project entitled “Role of
Melanocytes in Smyth Line Vitiligo” for
$134,425. Erf attended the PanAmerican
Society for Pigment Cell Research meeting in
Minneapolis June 13-17 where she gave an
invited presentation on the role of turkey
herpesvirus in the development of Smyth line
vitiligo.
Annie Donoghue and James Denton
teamed up to give presentations on the Food
Safety Research conducted within the Center of
Excellence for Poultry Science to the Live
Production Committee and the Technical and
Regulatory Committee during the National
Turkey Federations’ Leadership Conference
June 19-20 in Washington D.C.
Karen Eskew, communication specialist,
received a first place award from the National
Agricultural Alumni & Development
Association (NAADA) for her design and work
on a brochure advertising the annual poultry
science scholarship golf tourney.

Due to the overwhelming amount of
faculty and student notables, recent grants
(normally seen on this page) will be
updated in the next issue of Partners.

Student Notes
Xiaoli Wang, doctoral student of Gisela
Erf, received a travel award from the
PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell
Research to attend their annual meeting in
Minneapolis, June 13-17, where she presented
two papers. While at the meeting, Wang
received the Pre-doctoral Young Investigator
Award for her research on the role of cellmediated immunity in the development of
autoimmune vitiligo in Smyth line chickens.
Wang has recently completed her Ph.D. degree
in poultry science and has accepted a postdoctoral position in immunology at Washington
University School of Medicine in St. Louis,
Missouri, starting on Nov. 1. Congratulations
Xiaoli, we are certainly proud of you and your
work.
Joel Reiman and Chad Clem, graduate
students of John Marcy, presented posters at
the Poultry Science Association’s (PSA)
meeting in Indianapolis in July on their
research. Trey Pope, master’s student of Jason
Emmert, and Cain Cavitt, graduate student of
Casey Owens, and Niki Loupe, undergraduate
poultry science student, all presented papers at
the recent PSA meeting.
At that same PSA meeting, recent Ph.D.
student of Robert Wideman, Jr., Ciro A.
Ruiz-Feria won the Poultry Science
Association Graduate Student Manuscript
Award for the paper entitled, “Taurine, CardioPulmonary Hemodynamics, and Pulmonary
Hypertension Syndrome in Broilers.” Last year
Ruiz-Feria won a graduate student award for
his oral presentation if that paper, and for this
year’s award his manuscript was selected as the
best of all award winner’s manuscripts. RuizFeria is currently a post-doctoral research
associate studying vascular and endothelial
function at the University of Tennessee
Medical Sciences Center in Memphis.
Congratulations Ciro! We’re proud of you.
Chris Fritts, doctoral student of Park
Waldroup, presented “Comparison of
cholecalciferol and 25-Hydroxycholecalciferol
as Sources of Vitamin D in Broiler Diets” at the
Annual Nutrition Conference in Fayetteville
Sept. 12.
The following were elected officers of the
Poultry Science Club for the fall 2001
semester: President, Sarah Heuer; Vice
President, Cody Keen; Secretary, Julie
Townsend; Treasurer, Robert Hubbard;
Publicity Officers, Destiny Sikes and Becky
Lockhart; advisors for the club are Jason
Emmert and Susan Watkins.
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